Inspired by New Mexico, French American painter Mark Maggiori
is taking the Western art world by storm and forgmg
’ his own Taos Society 2.0.

BY WOLF SCHNEIDER
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¢’s been called “the most important
Western artist alive,” and it’s been said
that he “may well be the best Western
artist, ever.” Though he only began
painting Western art in 2014, his works have certainly
blown up in the art world, where buyers mostly have
to go through auctions and luck-of-the-draw sales to
purchase a piece. _

At only 45, Mark Maggiori is a one-of-a-
kind phenom.

Even before he was a Western artist, Maggiori was
a rock star. A bona-fide rock star, that is, having been
the lead vocalist for the French metal band Pleymo in
his 20s. He’s still comfortable in the spotlight, recently
modeling for Italian menswear line Giuliva Heritage.
And he’s the star of his own Instagram account,
where he’s attracted more than 350,000 followers
(@markmaggiori) with his posts of his remarkable
photo-realist paintings, along with videos of himself
painting en plein air at the Grand Canyon with his
stylish shoulder-length hair, and deeply personal
statements like his anniversary message to his wife,
designer Petecia Le Fawnhawk, in which he declared,
“There was nothing I could do to stop this whirlwind,

qmagnetic attraction that was gluing us to one another.”

In life and art, Maggiori is a romanticist. He’s
also an ever-inventive Gemini, which makes him
pretty much at home wherever he goes, including his
adopted home of Taos, New Mexico.

His paintings are masterful works of cowboys and
Indians on horseback in the Southwest, characters
depicted on big canvases with even bigger narrative
storylines visually extending for miles. The settings
are mostly mountain terrain that could be the
American West of the 1800s, 1900s, or today, The
paintings tend to be impressively realistic, with the
backgrounds and foregrounds featuring decisively
colored brushstrokes.

“The right color does the wérk—you take it as
what it is if the color is right,” says Maggiori, who
gravitates toward warmer cinematic colors. Where he
often gets particularly dramatic is with his textured,
musded—up biﬂowing _clouds, which can be white,
yellow, orange, pink—you name it. Gazing on one
of his scenes, you somehow feel the weather swirling
around the horseback riders as they pick their way
down a mountainside, calmly cross a field, or splasl
through a foamy mountain stream.
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A Maggiori painting tends to conjure up freedom, and composure
within that freedom.

There are bluish nocturnes and cold-weather scenes, too. Maggiori
has done most of those since moving to Taos in 2020.

He lives there with Le Fawnhawk and their daughter, Wilderness,
on a five-acre property. He painted in Joseph Henry Sharp’s venerable
studio at the Couse-Sharp Historic Site while having his house’s
garage rebuilt into a 700-square-foot painting studio. Now that
studio has 16-foot ceilings and a massive northeast-facing window
that peers out at the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Maggiori paints
while standing at an easel by that window, surrounded by canvases,
brushes, art and history books, and a study area with club chairs, a
coffee table, and a Chesterfield couch. Navajo rugs are everywhere.
So is Western geat.

The gear’s essential, since Maggiori’s paintings all begin with

reference photos that he stages and shoots on location. He develops
a concept, determines the location, supplies the garb, and directs
the models and horses. His smaller artworks, which might be
11 by 14 or 24 by 30, usually take a couple of weeks once he begins
painting, Larger ones, typically 60 by 40 or 50 by 50, might take a
month. The paintings have been selling for $30,000 to $150,000,

with prices on the upswing. His work is also in museums, including
the Briscoe Western Art Museum, Eiteljorg Museum of American
Indians and Western Art, and Autry Museum of the American West.

Growing up in Fontainebleau, France, on the outskirts of Paris,
the son of highly cultured parents, Maggiori always dreamed of
America: the cowboys, the westerns, the skateboarding, the sneakers.
He first visited on a road trip from New York to California at age
IS. Back in Paris, he formally trained in drawing at the Académie
Julian, the famed art school that members of the Taos Society
of Artists—like Bert Phillips, Ernest Blumenschein, and Joseph
Sharp—had attended generations before, as had artists as diverse as
Henri Matisse, Diego Rivera, and Thomas Hart Benton. While in
art school, Maggiori's band got a record deal; that's when he turned
rock star and also started creating their album covers and directing
their music videos.

Eventually he landed in Los Angeles. The lead singer, artist,
collector of Western clothes was now a thirtysomething in search
of his next career. He married Le Fawnhawk—it was his second
marriage—and on a visit to Oklahoma City, his new father-in-law
docked the cowboy hat Maggiori wore and suggested he might like
to visit the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum.

ABOVE: Purple Haze, 40 x 60.
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